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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Kington  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1949,  which  has 
been  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2/50. 

Housing  still  remains  the  chief  problem  of  the  community.  During  the  year 
sixteen  council  houses  were  completed  and  occupied,  and  a further  six  families 
were  accommodated  at  the  Hergest  Camp  site.  This  should  help  to  relieve  the 
acuteness  of  the  present  housing  requirements,  but  the  need  is  still  great  ; and 
it  must  be  remembered  that  in  addition  to  those  houses  which  are  structurally 
unsound,  there  are  many  in  which  gross  overcrowding  persists. 

The  water  supply  to  the  town  has  remained  satisfactory  in  quality  through- 
out the  year,  although  during  the  summer  months  the  volume  of  the  water  fell 
to  an  extent  which  necessitated  economy  of  use. 

During  the  year  investigations  were  carried  out  to  assess  the  efficiency  of 
the  present  sewage  disposal  plant  ; and  the  result  of  the  analysis  of  sewage 
effluent  showed  that  these  were  not  satisfactory.  A report  presented  by  the 
Leominster  Borough  Surveyor,  gave  details  of  alterations  and  new  works  required, 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  these  will  soon  be  put  into  effect. 

Two  general  problems  in  Public  Health  are  worthy  of  mention.  The  gravest 
is  that  of  tuberculosis.  At  present  the  prevention,  treatment  and  care  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  come  under  the  control  of  three  separate  bodies:  the 
District  Councils,  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards,  and  the  County  Councils  re- 
spectively. A greater  degree  of  unification  is  required  to  combat  an  infection 
of  such  vast  magnitude. 

The  care  of  the  aged  is  another  problem  which  will  claim  more  and  more 
attention  in  the  forthcoming  years.  At  present  it  is  estimated  that  there  is  one 
person  over  working  age  (65)  for  every  six  persons  of  working  age,  and  it  is  ex- 
pected that  this  proportion  will  increase  to  one  in  four  or  even  one  in  three  during 
the  next  quarter  of  a century.  The  housing  of  elderly  persons  comes  within 
the  ambit  of  the  district  council,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  this  will  present 
man3'  difficulties  in  the  future. 

In  conclusion.  1 would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  help  afforded 
me  by  Mr.  Morris,  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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M.  J.  Pleydell, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres) 

857 

Population  (civilian) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1949)  according  to  the  Rate  Books 

2,008 

577 

Rateable  Value 

£9,664 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

£38  9 1 

EXTRACT  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS 

OF  THE 

YEAR: 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Live  Births  (Legitimate) 

20 

14 

6 

(Illegitimate) 

3 

1 

2 

Total  ... 

23 

15 

8 

Still  Births  (Legitimate) 

2 

2 

— 

Deaths 

29 

13 

16 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of 

Age  (Legitimate) 



_ 

_ 

COMPARABLE  DATA  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1949: 

Birth  rate  (per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population)  ...  ...  11.4 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16.7 

Still  Birth  rate  (per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population)  ...  ...  0.99 

Still  Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.39 

Death  rate  (per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population)  ...  ...  14.4 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.7 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Infant  Mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  32.0 


SECTION  B. — GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Laboratory  facilities  continue  to  be  available  at  the  County  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Hereford,  which  is  under  the  administration  of  the  Medical  Research 

Council. 

Clinics 

There  are  no  clinics  provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Under  the  County  Council  and  Regional  Hospital  Board  schemes  the  following 
Clinic  facilities  are  available  to  residents  in  the  district : 

Child  Welfare  Centre:  In  the  Church  Hall,  Kington,  on  alternate  Tuesdays 
at  2 p.m. 

Venereal  Diseases:  At  the  County  Council  Hospital,  Hereford,  on  Wednesdays 
and  Fridays. 

The  schemes  also  provide  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  Paediatric. 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat,  and  Eye  Clinics.  Children  are  referred  to  these  Clinics  as 
and  when  required,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  School  Medical  or  Infant 
Welfare  Authority,  or  at  the  request  of  the  Medical  Practitioner. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  P.  Morris,  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Council,  for 
the  following  statement  (Sections  C to  E)  furnished  under  the  Sanitary  Officers 
(outside  London)  Regulations. 
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SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  is  still  obtained  from  the  Crooked  Well  Spring  ; and 
although  during  the  very  dry  Summer  the  Spring  came  down  to  a flow  of  53,000 
galls,  in  24  hours,  we  were  able  to  keep  our  reserves  up  to  a higher  level  than 
in  the  previous  dry  spell  of  1945  by  cutting  out  the  washing  of  cars  and  warn- 
ing the  inhabitants  to  be  careful  in  its  use. 

Seven  samples  of  the  water  were  taken  and  all  showed  a favourable  con- 
dition of  the  water. 

The  stream  which  brings  the  water  for  driving  the  turbine  was  cleaned  out 
and  during  this  period  the  gas  engine  was  brought  into  action. 

The  new  6 inch  main  was  also  constructed  from  the  west  end  of  the  Reservoir 
down  through  the  new  housing  site  and  connected  to  the  High  Street  main  near 
the  old  pump  in  the  centre  near  the  Market  Hall.  This  has  improved  the  supply 
to  the  houses  on  the  higher  ground  considerably. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

A new  sewer  has  been  constructed  from  the  west  end  of  the  housing  site 
down  " The  Crescent  " and  Churchill  Road,  and  connects  with  the  sewer  in 
Mill  Street,  a distance  of  approximately  300  yards. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

The  Arrow  flows  along  the  lower  portion  of  the  town  and  the  Back  Brook 
on  the  north  side. 

The  effluent  from  the  sewerage  ground  enters  the  Arrow  at  the  point  where 
the  Back  Brook  enters  the  Arrow. 

Fifteen  samples  have  been  taken  during  the  year  from  the  Arrow  and  the 
Back  Brook.  During  the  very  low  period  of  water  flowing,  the  result  of  the 
analysis  was  not  satisfactory  and  on  other  occasions  was  of  a good  standard. 

Improvement  work  is  being  carried  out  to  the  filter  beds  and  it  is  hoped  to 
improve  the  effluent  going  into  the  river.  The  last  sample  of  the  river  water  was 
taken  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  and  the  remarks  stated,  “The  analysis  shows 
that  this  water  in  the  present  condition  would  be  classified  as  a clean  river  water.” 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  work  of  collecting  has  increased  owing  to  more  dwellings  being  erected, 
it  is  still  put  through  the  incinerator. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

Inspections  are  regularly  carried  out  and  defects  noted.  The  owner  is  written 
to  and  in  most  cases  a ready  response  is  made  to  what  is  required. 


Defects  Remedied  : — 


Defective  Drains  repaired 

46 

Water  Closets  repaired  ... 

12 

New  Water  Closets  put  in 

5 

Drain  Traps  renewed 

10 

Sinks  repaired 

14 

New  Sinks  put  in  ... 

4 

Defective  Water  Taps  repaired 

23 

Premises  disinfected 

12 

Notices  Issued:  — 

Informal 

125 

Statutory 

Nil 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

There  are  11  Factor'es  and  25  Workshops  within  the  District. 

These  are  usu- 

ally  kept  clean  and  satisfactory.  Very  little  improvement  in  any  of  them  was 
found  necessary. 
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INSPECTIONS  UNDER  THE  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937 


Premises 

Number  on 

Register 

Inspections 

Number  of 
written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1. — Factories  in  which  Section  1,  2, 

3,  4,  and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  ... 

11  24 

2 

2 — Factories  not  included  in  1 , in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

3 — Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Author- 
ity (excluding  outworkers'  pre- 
mises) 

25  50 

TOTAL  ... 

36  74 

2 

— 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  Number  of 
were  found  cases  in 


Particulars 

Found 

Referred 
Remedied  To  H.M. 

Inspector 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  (5f2) 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

Nil 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

Nil 

•neffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  ... 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7' 

(a)  Insufficient 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

1 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

Nil 

Other  offences  against  the.  Act  ^not 

including  offences  relating  to  out- 

work) 

Nil 

TOTAL  ... 

2 

2 — 

— 

CAMPING  SITES 

There  are  no  Camping  Sites  within  the  District. 

DISINFECTION 

Two  cases  of  bed  bugs  were  found  during  the  year.  These  were  of  a very 
trivial  character  and  easily  dealt  with. 


SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 

Number  of  Council  Houses  built  during  the  year — 

Permanent  Brick  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Number  of  Houses  built  by  private  persons — 

Permanent  Brick  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Houses  are  still  needed  to  ease  the  position  of  overcrowding. 
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Categories  of  Houses  12  3 4 

(1)  Number  of  privately  owned  premises, 

residential,  working-class,  flats  or 

rooms  over  shops  ...  ...  ...  361  62  60  — 

(2)  Number  of  Council  Houses  ...  ...  53  — — — 

(3)  Number  of  derelict  or  void  houses  not 

demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — — 


5 Total 

14  497 

— 53 

6 6 


Category  1 — Satisfactory. 

„ 2 — Minor  defects. 

,,  3 — Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or  improvement. 

,,  4 — Appropriate  for  reconditioning  under  Housing  (Rural  Work- 


ers) Acts. 

,,  5 — Requiring  demolition  and  replacement. 

INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(a)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

(c)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  Formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  Owner  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owner  ...  ...  Nil 


SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

FOOD  PREMISES 

Regular  inspections  are  made.  The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  is  good. 

FOOD  CONDEMNED  AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 


Canned  Milk  ... 

248 

Tins 

Bottled  Fruit 

16 

Bottles 

Corned  Beef 

13 

lbs. 

Canned  Vegetables  ... 

46 

Tins 

Soup  Powder  ... 

88 

Packets 

Fish  (fresh) 

434 

lbs. 

Fish  Paste 

5 

Bottles 

Cheese 

6 

lbs. 

Canned  Vegetables  and  Meat 

14 

Tins 

Sausages 

33 

lbs. 

Beef 

746 

lbs. 

Cured  Bacon 

23  3 

lbs. 

Flour 

54 

lbs. 

Dried  Eggs 

3 

lbs. 

Dried  Fruit 

29 

lbs. 

Sauces 

10 

Tins 

! found  unfit  is  destroyed  in  the 

incinerator 

except 

meat  condemned  at 

a butcher’s  premises,  this  is  returned  to  the  slaughter  house  concerned. 


SECTION  F. — PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

During  the  year  seventy-seven  cases  of  Measles  were  notified.  These  occurred 
in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  and  affected  chiefly  children  of  the  5 — 7 year  group 
— a favourable  facfor.  No  deaths  resulted  from  this  infection. 

Six  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  in  May  and  June,  four  of  which  oc- 
curred in  two  family  households  ; while  the  other  two  occurred  as  ‘ dropping  ’ 
cases  at  about  the  same  time. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES,  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 


Number  ol  children  at  31st  December,  1949,  who  had  completed  a course  of 
immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  (i.e.,  at  any  time  since  1st  January,  1933), 

Total  Estimated  mid-year 


Age  at  Under  1 
31.12.49 

i 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-14 

under 

15 

child  population  1949 
Under 

5 5-14  Total 

i.e.  Born  1949 
in  year 

48 

47 

46 

45 

40- 

44 

35- 

39 

i 

28 

34 

27 

20 

139 

148 

397 

176  290  466 

These  figures  indicate  that  62.5%  of  tiie  child  population  under  five  years  of 
age  has  been  immunised  against  diphtheria  as  compared  with  68.3  % at  the  end 
of  1948.  99.0  % ol  the  child  population  of  5-14  years  has  been  immunised  against 

diphtheria  as  compared  with  97.8  % at  the  end  of  the  previous  year  ; while 
85.2  % of  the  children  under  15  years  of  age  has  been  protected  against  diphtheria 
by  immunisation. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

At  the  end  of  1949,  the  Tuberculosis  Register  contained  the  names  of  ten 
males  and  nine  females  who  normally  reside  in  the  district. 

During  the  year,  six  new  cases  were  notified  on  account  of  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis. During  the  same  period,  four  deaths  of  persons  suffering  from  the  disease 
occurred,  two  persons  recovered  and  one  left  the  district. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (all  ages) 

Disease 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  ...  ...  3 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

Diabetes 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ...  ...  2 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Arteries 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Nephritis 

Violence  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

All  other  causes 


1 

5 


5 

1 

2 

2 


4 

6 

1 

2 

9 

1 
1 

2 
3 
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